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ORDBRICPBSEMETE S ~
/ IA L_ I__I Akinori Maemura, Chief Policy Officer at JPNIC, has been a steady presence in

Internet governance for more than two decades. A former ICANN Board
\ \ member and long-serving Chair of the APNIC Executive Council (EC), he has
d\ played a pivotal role in shaping coordination across the Asia Pacific and
beyond. But his journey began much earlier...
On a Friday back in 1994 (7 October to be precise), then an engineer at NEC's

— i 1NN —
/\ j Network Service Unit, Akinori was told to build an Internet service. Until then,
L__ \ (_ he'd worked on X.25 packet switching. To him, TCP/IP was uncharted territory.
- “Everything was new to me. | had virtually zero knowledge of TCP/IP," Akinori
B I\ recalls.

“l was solely appointed to develop the network.”

At the time, Japan's commercial Internet was taking off. AT&T Jens, and the
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